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Washougal honors 
area's last member 
of Shahala tribe, 

Gracia Ough Jones 


By LEVERETT RICHARDS 


Special writer, The Oregonian 


WASHOUGAL — A spray of spe- 
cial Indian basket grass, drifting 
quietly in the Washougal River, 
marked the end of the Washougal 
branch of the little known Indian 
tribe, the Shahala. 


Gracia Ough Jones, granddaugh- 
ter of an Indian princess, insisted 
all her 91 years that she wanted no 
fuss, no ceremony of any kind 
when she joined the Great Spirit of 
her ancestors. 


But after she died last Friday, 
her friends and admirers over- 
ruled that wish and gathered 
Wednesday to salute her indepen- 

_ dent spirit. 

“Her many friends just wanted 
to say farewell to her,” said Ber- 
nice Pluchos, president of the 
bee Nias tg Historical Socie- 


They met in Hathaway Park on 
the banks of the Washougal. 
—  RaharteTidlanda UWaehananl hic 
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torian, reviewed Jones’ colorful 
life. 

Cecilia Kirchner read an Indian 
poem. 

Mildred Piontek, director of the 
Two Rivers Heritage Museum, cast 
a spray of green Indian basket 
grass onto the quiet waters of the 
Washougal River. 

Gracia Ough Jones would have 
liked that. 

Her wish was to live out her 
days overlooking the river that ran 
through her life. She was born and 
spent her life in Washougal, except 
for the few years she and her hus- 
band, Reginald, lived on a cattle 
ranch on the Yakama Reservation. 
There she learned the art of gath- 
ering the right roots and grasses 
and making baskets. 

Her hance was a regular muse- 


memories 


of the 


um, full of fine examples of basket- 
ry, Pluchos said. 

“One of her last generous acts 
was to leave her collection of 48 
baskets — her pride and joy — to 
the Two Rivers Heritage Muse- 
um,” Tidland said. 

Jones was the granddaughter of 


Princess White Wing and great- 
granddaughter of Chief Schly- 


Housh, hereditary chief of the Sha- 
hala tribe — part of the Chinook 
Nation — living in the Washougal 
area. 

Her grandfather was Richard 
Ough, who worked for the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company. Ough staked 
out a 640-acre homestead in the 
Washougal area for his Indian 
bride, Ough later donated the land 
on which the town of Washougal 


now stands. 


One of her last generous 
acts was to leave her 
collection of 48 baskets 
— her pride and joy — 
to the Two Rivers 
Heritage Museum. 


Roberta Tidland, 
Washougal historian 


Jones and her husband had one 
son, Sidney, who died at age 6. She 
was the last of her line in the 
Washougal area, Pluchos said. 

Her only living relative is a 
nephew by marriage, Arthur 
Jones, a circuit court judge in Co- 
ronado, Calif. 


No further ceremonies are 
planned, but Pluchos suggests that 
anyone interested in remembering 
the last of Washougal’s Shahala In- 
dians may make a contribution to 
the Two Rivers Heritage Museum, 
Box 20 A, Washougal, Wash. 98671, 
where Jones’ basket collection will 
be displayed. 


